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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

How quickly 2025 has passed! It’s been a busy year, full of
tours, events, new faces to our Board of Trustees, and more.

Our number of volunteers and supporters has continued to outpace itself, making
it possible for us to accomplish major projects; please join us in acknowledging all
of them at the end of this newsletter. Our calendar was full of events, and I hope you
were able to participate in some of them. The year came to a close following our
Holiday Open House and a Victorian Magic Lantern show in the museum’s drawing
room, performed by Dave and Todd MacLean and the Good Night Ladies.
Oh, and have you seen the new sign outside? It was created by board members
Joey Sweener and Dan Ruddy, and paid for with a generous donation from two
of the Society’s newest members, Brian Frey and Troy Mangibin. A tremendous
thank you to them!

I

What’s old is new again! We continue to fulfill our mission to educate, promote,
and interpret Oswego County History. As you will read in this newsletter edition,
some very old and very important documents were rediscovered in our collections
that we’re happy to finally unveil, which the Society will be presenting in
conjunction with the America 250th celebration in 2026. A huge thank you goes out to
Mary Kay Stone, Deb Allen, and the volunteers of the Oswego History
Records Center, who painstakingly scanned and processed these remarkable
documents into our digital archive this year.

Museum assistant Jacob Maloney supervised three SUNY Oswego students
during the fall semester: interns Merin Hemminger and Claire MacEachern, and
Zachery Vaseleck, a project volunteer who researched local baseball stories for
social media and our website. Both Merin and Claire learned an overview of historic
house operations with short projects like house cleaning and tours before turning
to their first large projects of creating and designing exhibit panels. These panels
focused on the Underground Railroad in the city and county and were displayed
at the Brewerton Erie Canal Bicentennial Event on October 6th. For the rest of the
semester, Merin, an anthropology major and Spanish minor, digitized institutional
film slides and selected the photos for this newsletter’s article showcasing 250 years
of Oswego County history. Claire, an English and history double major, worked
on the Joel Turrill Collection. His personal letters, as consulate to the Kingdom of
Hawaii, were well researched, digitized, and transcribed for future use thanks to her.

Additionally, we have formally kicked off a capital campaign for an elevator at
the Richardson-Bates House Museum, searching for grants and corporate sponsors
to help us reach our goal to make the second
floor of the museum, which houses the Dr. Mary
Walker exhibit featuring her Congressional
Medal of Honor, accessible to all. Keep an eye
out for more information about this project in
the coming months.

I look forward to spring and the start of our
2026 season with the opportunity to welcome
you to events and tours of the Richardson-Bates
House Museum!

Eva Corradino
President, Board of Trustees

The Oswego County Historical Society
seeks to interpret its collections to
connect the community to past, present
and future topics relevant to local history,
and to promote a public interest in
Oswego County’s historical resources.

Officers
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PERSONAL ESSAY

“The Bicentennial Issue,” In Retrospect

The year 2026 marks the 130th
anniversary of the Oswego County
Historical Society; the 80th anniversary
of the Richardson-Bates Family offering
their familial home as headquarters for the
society; and the 250th anniversary of the
founding of our nation. As we start to shift
our attention to the celebration of these
momentous milestones, we tend to look
back at our history and reflect. What I’ve
been looking at periodically during my first
year as Museum Assistant is our archive of
yearly Society Journals, the best example
of local history done on Oswego County
history for more than 40 years. These are
a collection of historical articles that were
initiated by Society board president Edwin
M. Waterbury (from 1937 to 1949), who
was also the publisher of the Oswego-
Palladium Times. The best description of
the work presented in these journals can
be found in the 1976-77 Bicentennial Issue
on Page V: “a work that demonstrates
grassroots level interest in our country’s
history as it unfolded on the local scene.”

I think this should remain our largest
takeaway; regardless of how people are
celebrating America’s Semiquincentennial,
the most successful projects are to be done
at the local level.

Despite this, national level efforts this
year are very reminiscent of those initially
formed by the National Bicentennial
Commission in 1966. The Heritage 76
program was aimed at reimagining the
foundation of our nation and what that
meant for different groups of people;
this year’s Our American Story will do
something similar by traveling the country
and highlighting everyday Americans
important to their individual communities.
Open House USA was the call for tourism
that would expand our knowledge of the
country; America’s Field Trip will do
the same by asking students “What does
America mean to you?” for a chance to
visit some renowned historical and cultural
sites. The third and final theme, which I
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think is the most community-focused, is
Horizon °76; much of today’s program
America Gives is solely concentrated on
community building projects in the same
way. Unfortunately, without the support of
congress and President Nixon, these 1966
themes were never fully realized. We will
have to wait and see how they are used
during this celebration

As early as 1971, people here in
Oswego County were writing about
how to celebrate the bicentennial. Many
criticisms of the federal and state-level
ideas are very reminiscent of our troubles
today, including a lack of priority in what
Americans actually want. The author of
“1776 and All That”, Frederick L. Rath,
writes that community-level projects bring

BICENTENNIAL
(NN1V]3

THE

JOURNAL

1976-1977

OSWEGO

3 COUNTY
¥/ HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

The cover of the
1976-1977 issue of
the Oswego County
Historical Society
Journal, celebrating
the Bicentennial.
Our journals offer a
unique glimpse into
local history as told
by writers from the
community.

everyone together for a common goal that
benefits them. As we start this year, let’s
take a page out of our historical journals—
especially the sentiment from 1976—and
focus on our community. The Richardson
and Bates families were supporters of
community improvements including the
construction of the Richardson Theatre
on E Ist St. in 1895 for entertainment and
Naomi’s involvement in raising funds for
the Ladies Home on the corner of E 3rd
St and Utica St. Let’s use the celebration
as a stepping stone for greater community
involvement and improvement.

What are the most important issues that
our communities face today? What can we
do to better our communities for the next
250 years? —Jacob Maloney



FEATURE
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Revolution, Prosecution, Legislation, Land Speculation!

By Mary Kay Stone

ounding father John Laurance

was a significant figure in the

S

colonial government, but has been largely

Revolutionary War and early

forgotten, possibly because so few of his
papers have survived. Oswego County
Historical Society holds a fairly large
collection of approximately 70 letters and
documents—dating from the 1770s to
early 1800s—first discovered in 1966 in
Laurance’s son-in-law George McWhorter’s
1828 Oswego home and donated to the
Society. In the early 1970s, some copies
were shared with institutions such as Mount
Vernon, West Point, University of Virginia’s
Library for the Papers of George Washington,

as well as to Princeton for inclusion in their

papers of Thomas Jefferson. The collection
was used briefly by Keith Marshall Jones I11,
who wrote the biography, “John Laurance:
The Immigrant Founding Father America
Never Knew,” but until this year had never
been properly indexed or digitally archived
by our organization.

The Society was grateful this year to be
awarded a $10,000 grant from the New York
State Council on the Arts to create an exhibit
at the Richardson-Bates House Museum
that will feature Laurance’s collection for
the 250th commemoration of America’s
founding. After displaying it at the museum,
we plan to share the traveling exhibit with
any other institutions that are interested in

showcasing the material.




Portrait of John Laurance,
oil on canvas, artist
unknown. Image courtesy
The New York Historical.

WHO WAS JOHN LAURANCE?

John Laurance was an immigrant from Cornwall,
England who moved to New York in 1767. His
success was impacted by his ability to associate
with well-connected men. Determined to become a
lawyer, he borrowed law books from Lt. Governor
Cadwallader, and after years of self study, Laurance
was able to enter the New York Bar in 1772.

Alexander McDougall, a member of the
clandestine society Sons of Liberty, became a huge
influence in Laurance’s life. Through McDougall he
established his revolutionary leanings. In 1775, he
married McDougall’s daughter Betsy. On his father-
in-law’s promotion to General, Laurance became his
aide-de-camp and paymaster.

As a member of the Continental Army, Laurance
became a second lieutenant and took part in the
unsuccessful invasion of Quebec under the command
of Benedict Arnold, who he later prosecuted in his

capacity of Judge Advocate General. He was named
Judge Advocate General on General Washington’s
staff in 1777, holding this post until he resigned
from the army on 3 June 1782. After the war
Laurance was active in the law and politics, but also
land speculation: from 1785 to 1800 he represented
New York in many Federal and state legislative and
judicial positions. As a close friend and real estate
partner to Alexander Hamilton, he invested in large
portions of Oswego County in 1796, never settled,
but travelled here to survey his land.’

i

Our collection consists primarily of letters sent
to Laurance, including ones from the offices of
George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. We have
one letter from A. Hamilton to Laurance in this
collection. It is suggested by biographer Jones that
there is little extant correspondence between them
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because they lived so close to each other in New
York that they may have seen each other on a daily
basis. Laurance was such an intimate friend that he
served as a pallbearer at Hamilton’s funeral and was
among the people who settled Hamilton’s debts by
buying property from the estate.

Laurance was not untainted by greed in the land
speculation that followed the Revolutionary War.
As son-in-law to General McDougall, as military
paymaster, as judge advocate and in legislative
positions, he was positioned for insider deals.
He often was the judge in the trials, drew up the
deeds and did the paperwork. Laurance invested in
Military bounty lots, confiscated Loyalist properties,
and vacated Native American tracts. With Alexander
Hamilton and other wealthy, well-connected men
in the new government he obtained property in
Manhattan, Westchester County and upstate NY.

What is fascinating about this collection is the
diversity of documents, some created before and
during the Revolutionary War in New York City,
Boston and West Point, and some Oswego-related
items collected after Laurance’s death by his
McWhorter family descendents.

For instance, take the 1827 handwritten list of
auction lots in West and East Oswego with their
prices and buyers (5). The most famous names
in Oswego’s earliest settlement are scattered
throughout: Alvin Bronson, Gerritt Smith, Abram
Varick, Elijah and Frederick Carrington, and Joel
Turrill to name a few. The creator of this ledger
is unknown, though it’s likely to be son-in-law

George H. McWhorter, who inherited a number of
Laurance’s Oswego properties. The year following
would be when McWhorter built the stone house on
East Mohawk and 6th Street where this collection
was first uncovered. McWhorter’s stone house is
today owned by Matt and Katie (O’Brien) Beaudry.

The Society, in partnership with the volunteers of
the Oswego History Records Center, have indexed
and scanned the collection and looks forward to
exhaustively researching it and presenting it to
Oswego and the wider historic community.

This article was made possible with the notes
taken by Joan DeCosa from the biography of John
Laurance by Keith Marshall Jones II1.

1. Note from Alexander Hamilton to friends requesting
a caucus at his house on Monday April 19, undated.
Note Hamilton's signature on middle right! (66.1.39)

2. 1777 Letter to General Alexander McDougall from
Colonel Marinus Willett. Willet led the last campaign
of George Washington’s in the Revolutionary War: an
unsuccessful attempt in 1783 to capture Fort Ontario
from the British. (66.1.25)

3. Lot map of the village of Oswego, c. 1830.

4. 1806 Land Sale (Indenture) document from
Alexander Hamilton’s estate to John Laurance, detail.
(66.1.58)

5. Land auction lots, c. 1827. Famous early Oswego
settlers like Gerrit Smith and Joel Turrill are included.



Pl"lﬂ-ll
T ARE

P
/7

u"””wmfvw fer ay

ﬁww

4 e 4’4“2 bk /%c_ e oo Zeriresl
3 m/ s yzz TAAN

onendiori kel Ht zém— m«ﬁmmm
ﬁ)%f /f’:(-/ w%?&éow; . AT T entel
e //%.rw/.hlu Pt kgerrerds terrion
/&6: 7 e}'m.;w/a»fé; ?’@M éﬁ?ﬂfj/ /‘%
\

g%&w %—//&GMIO /éon et re G0
Hvre dlifeccdlli Jfrrmerly mmonti et % socs

NS Y (’y’ um:ua& ubwfﬁa./l./gémﬁfmg (a/aa(,fd:
Cinlenpaiis i JWfW ANy &(ﬁwﬁ-’- “/’h/.,u_,,‘
ﬁ;rn s mav&. / /Mo/«(m Erire s of ol A_:-_/
‘z{‘w“" Aaol vorn i %ﬂé‘”"éf‘f Mn(,{am_. th’:-!
A” “"é/““'{ﬂ- 9#0&‘//7*/5/”( »/«4 .nf_.-—- ‘

s il ,,?/A/%/Zm"{"%’ 7 J””“

G i ,:m o
_Z-g;ﬁ /?/' o a,é:;u u/::{:w ’n‘é']%‘“‘ 3

s
fir A

:g @/ﬁdn/mm P %m

s
¢

”

7|

7

ra

ﬁ. 5.4/

73
74
vén

74

n

7

i et R
7 W%&%# 7

/'L Do—
Al /{- A
ot Y ZS. 7;’-’:,-0-%(4%
St | 12 2, “Caoc Ao
Soctt Jr N Peii ok
Uﬁ"‘lﬁ- /4 f. /f//:/t! }./f\-,
| rcettc | /o G N Vg e
/ (/-—éoz/z,o{' G
S M Vst
,dﬂg
%’ T Moo
anﬁ /t.— v/% %&Ic&.ﬁ
Sl 71.-— (\./.;Z.(t—-:.;’c. L Fleell
Jlﬂ.cﬁ‘s /L ﬁgﬂ ﬁa {.(,'4/
Nt ‘/-z. / Fzwrac il
St /f- Z.d Aoz Stnd
Sk /‘L J=
Ntk /1 A Dbvcct
l/t’u/éﬁ L ﬂo~
Tt hbe| S licet e
[ﬁﬁfffb « fo /j/aég«c
-{fﬁw-’r/ﬁz LS Fore Cevng e 2%
| Ry St - % ox o

./ -

/40
/70
WY
257
2/6
295"
405
200
Vim
V74
Vi
/50
/35
/57
VL
/57

Zi0
2e0
2458

Ve

/7.5"‘
Sz

. B o




FEATURE

Taking the varied fabric of our county’s history and putting it in a neat package of
visuals is no easy ask. Nevertheless, I posed the question to museum assistant
Jacob Maloney and fall intern Merin Hemminger, and they answered in-kind with
the following selection of images from the Society’s archives. The portrait these
two have thoughtfully painted of Oswego County’s 250-year history highlights the
way our county’s identity has been formed by our connection to the Erie Canal and
Lake Ontario, even in places that never touch the water. I can’t think of a better

representation of our 250th celebration than this. —Joey Sweener

250 YEARS OF Sk

Oswego

A 19th century photograph of Salmon River Falls in Orwell, NY. The river is world renowned for its
salmon fishing in the fall months. The town of Orwell developed in 1817 around the many rural
industries like logging, which utilized the power of the river. (93.5.63)



A map of settlements in the Scriba Land Patent purchase of 1794 taken from a Mexico, Mother of
Towns scrapbook in our collection. Notice all of the original settlement names include Vera Cruz,
Fredericksburg, and Metz. Is the name of your area the same or has it been changed?

An aerial photograph of Fort Ontario c. 1960-1970. Fort Ontario State Historic Site has
had fortifications on this site since 1755. First built by the British, it was once the longest
garrisoned post in the country. The fort continues to be a major attraction for our region.



Scene from the Safe Haven Emergency Refugee Shelter, depicting The Schroeppel Mansion in Pennellville was originally built in 1818

some of the 982 refugees housed at Fort Ontario from Aug. 1944 to with additions to the rear of the house in 1836. George Schroeppel
Feb. 1946. As the only refugee shelter in the United States, people was a local merchant and sawmill owner for whom the neighboring
from 19 European countries fled and were housed here. town is named. Generations of the same family lived in the mansion

until it was sold in 1948. (73.61.07)

This photograph by Frank Barbeau shows the Schine’s Oswego Theatre, now known as
Oswego Cinema 7, as it was being constructed in 1940. Oswego used to have several
theatres for productions and film during the late 19th and 20th centuries. Now, only a
few theatres remain in the county. (99.10.0375)

10

GETMAN GLASS WORKS, CLEVELAND, N, Y.

Cleveland is located on the north shore of
Oneida Lake in the southeastern corner

of the county. The original glassworks
factory was established in 1840 by Anthony
Landgraff. By 1863, the company was sold
to Crawford Getman and a partner, then
eventually owned entirely by him. Cleveland
experienced a boom period of 40 years in
the 19th century with businesses like the
glassworks appearing along the canal.



Selkirk Lighthouse, c. 1885-1898, located

in Pulaski, NY. The lighthouse was built in
1838 at the mouth of the Salmon River, where
it connects to Lake Ontario. The tower still
contains one of the few remaining “birdcage”
tower styles in United States lighthouses.

The mouth of the Salmon River was used for
fishing by the Haudensaunee and was the site
of a 1684 diplomatic meeting with the French.
(83.1.167)

West 1st and Bridge Streets in Oswego, 1908. Notice the political banner for presidential
nominee William H. Taft prior to the 1908 election. The building in the center now houses
the Children’s Museum of Oswego. This corner continues to be a major hub for commerce
and entertainment for downtown Oswego. (79.57.6)

11

An aerial photograph
of the Nestlé Plant in
the city of Fulton,

c. 1991. This was the
first Nestlé factory

in North America
(1900) and is where
the Nestlé Crunch,
Nesquik, and Toll
House Morsels were
invented. The factory
was closed in 2003.
(91.18.3)




HONORING OUR

FEATURE

Deb Allen represented the 250th Commission at Fort Ontario’s
Haudenosaunee Conference Commemoration on June 21, 2025.
Photo provided.

Oswego County Historian Deb Allen has been busy this
year—and not just because she joined our Board of Trustees
in May. She recently sat down for an interview covering
Oswego’s history, in addition to her own. The following is a
condensed snapshot of that interview. By Andrea Vickery

12

REVOLUTIONARY PAST



Andrea: You’ve been involved with Oswego
County’s 250th commission. Could you tell
us about some of the key initiatives you’re
working on to commemorate this period in
our county's history?

Deb: We’re working on outreach, trying to get
into the schools and involve the kids. We’re
trying to start a contest that features essays, art,
and even video created by local kids. We’re also
working to encourage towns and municipalities
to have some kind of commemorative event.
We’re also working on two books, one on
the Revolutionary War Veterans of Oswego
County and the other updating an unpublished
manuscript by the prior county historian, Tony
Slosek. This second project focuses on the
history of Oswego County through the end of
the British Occupation of Fort Ontario in 1796.

Andrea: What drew you to local history,
particularly this era?

Deb: I started in local history with my own
genealogy. My great-great-great grandfathers
were in the Civil War, I had documented a
Revolutionary War soldier in my family and I'm
now a member of the D.A.R. [Daughters of the
American Revolution]. I found there was nothing
written on the Revolutionary War soldiers of
Oswego County.

I had no idea how many soldiers were here!
Almost every town in Oswego County has at
least one veteran of the Revolutionary War.
We (Deb and Shawn Doyle, Richland Town
Historian and Half-Shire Historical Society
President) have applied and received grants to
fund twelve Patriot Burial markers from the
William G. Pomeroy Foundation for cemeteries
where Revolutionary War veterans are buried.
We’ve also applied for two more markers
this year.

Andrea: What are some of the surprises
you’ve uncovered in your research?

Deb: I learned that the last action of the
Revolutionary War was when George
Washington ordered Marinus Willett to take Fort
Ontario. It was a flop. The United States army

gained several of our soldiers from that, and it
just amazes me that these guys came up from
Fort Herkimer in a lake effect storm, had frozen
feet and nearly starved to death. Yet so many
of them came back here after the war ended.
Obviously they realized it was a really beautiful
area and there was lots of land. There were also
deserters of the British forces who settled in New
Haven after the Battle of Saratoga, including
two British soldiers and one Hessian soldier.

Andrea: When we’re thinking about Oswego’s
history, what do you think are some of the
most important lessons from 250 years ago
that resonate with us today?

Deb: Well, you know when I was in school, we
learned about the French and Indian War, the
Revolutionary War, the War of 1812. The one
thing they forgot to tell us? It happened here. We
thought it happened out west. We didn’t know
we were the western frontier at the time.

Andrea: If you could fast forward 50 or even
250 years, what do you hope future residents
will say about Oswego County and the work
being done today to preserve its history?

Deb: I would hope they say, “Hey, they did a
great job.” In reality, I expect they’ll say the
same thing we say now: “They missed so much!”
They didn’t have the tools we have now, and we
don’t know what their future will look like.

Andrea: What are you most excited about
contributing to our working board?

Deb: The records—I’m all about the records!
I was a records manager before serving as
town historian, so I love paper and seeing
new records and scans. When I saw Marinus
Willett's signature in the John Lawrence papers
I hyperventilated! To have that record here in
Oswego is really amazing.

The full transcript and video of Deb Allen's
interview will be available at oswegohistorical.

org/press this spring.




MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS

“Every Town Has a Story”

There are 22 towns, 2 cities, and 7 villages in Oswego County.
Each story is being told by local historical societies and museums.
Many have historical cemeteries in which Revolutionary veterans
are buried. Deb Allen, Oswego County Historian, has been
performing research in conjunction with the DAR and SAR
to locate veteran burial sites. Many of these veterans moved to

Oswego County to live their lives after the war. Their descendants

continued to prosper and became integral in the growth and success
of their communities. Here is a sampling of our partner historical
societies and museums within our county and open to the public.

Collecting, preserving, and archiving historic documents
allows us to interpret the stories of our history. Please consider
visiting these organizations, and let them know we sent you!
— Linda Ruddy

Fulton Friends of History
177 E.1st St, Fulton, NY;
315-598-4616

John Wells Pratt House holds countless pieces of local history,
with permanent displays of Fulton’s industry, heritage, people, and
geographical history.

Half-Shire Historical Society
1100 County Rte 48, Richland, NY;
315-298-2986

Historical archives for the towns of Albion, Amboy, Boylston,
Mexico, New Haven, Orwell, Parish, Redfield, Richland, Sandy
Creek, and Williamstown.

Hannibal Historical Society
923 Cayuga St, Hannibal, NY;
315-564-9995

Maintains a permanent museum collection and features other
temporary exhibits within the community.

Mexico Historical Society
3250 Main St, Mexico, NY;
315-963-7853

SRR OINC),

Owns and maintains the Starr Clark Tin Shop and Underground
Railroad Museum, and The Chandler-Ames Bank Museum, both
containing artifacts relevant to Mexico NY history.

Oswego Town Historical Society
2320 Co. Rte. 7, Oswego, NY;
315-420-0000

Collects, preserves, and interprets all aspects of local history,
including Dr. Mary Walker and the Underground Railroad.

Pulaski Historical Society
3428 Maple Ave, Pulaski, NY;
315-298-4650

The museum is filled with artifacts, records, and exhibits of the
village and area history.

Sandy Creek History Center
1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek, NY;
315-387-5456

Contains a wealth of information and research materials regarding
the history of Sandy Creek.

Schroeppel Historical Museum
486 Main St., Phoenix, NY;
315-695-6641

> | b | [& | od

The museum displays historic documents and artifacts of Phoenix
and the Town of Schroeppel.

Volney Town History Center
1445 County Route 6, Fulton, NY;
315-593-8288 x7

b
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The center collects census records, photographs, family records,
genealogies of Volney and Fulton families, and research on the
Underground Railroad.
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Ben & Courtney Heckethorn ™
Bernie Henderson &
Jim Mahoney ™
Brian & Lee Hickey ™
Pam Hill ¥ A
Mary Himes ™
Mary Anne Hogan ™. A

Philip & Mary Beth Holgado ™ A

Dawn Holynski ™
James & Brenda Hotchkiss ™
Chuck & Janet Hutcheson ™
Kevin Ingerson ™. A, x
Michael & Rebecca James »
Maria & David Johnson,

C's Farm Market »
George & Christine Joyce #
Marjorie Julian ™
Corey King ™
Judith & David King
Nancy Labbe »
Daniel & Julie Laird ™
Patsy & Dean Lander ¢
Bob & Silvia Langdon #
Frances Lanigan &

Miller Sherman ™. A
Tom & Tomi Larson ™
Amy & Paul Lear ™
Joan Leonard ™ A X

William & Christine Lighthall ™. A

John & Marian Loosmann M. A
Sharon Lynett M. A
Martha Lyon ™. A. x
David & Melanie MacLean
Jackie Maloney ¢
Margaret Maniccia M- A
David &

Laurie Marrano-Johnson M
Darlene Marsh ™ A
Deana & Jim Masuicca ™
Ed & Kathy Matott ™. A
Larry Mayo & Harry Shock ™. A
Douglas &

Naomi McCracken ™. A, x
Laurie McDermott ™
John McGrath A. %
Margaret McKinstry . £ %
Steven McMahon M
Dr. Ernie & Patty Mears M
Charlene Mitchell ™. A
Nan Moore ™
Dr. Robert & Anne Morgan . A
Lisa Mount
Dee Dee Murray ™. A
Janet Musacchio ™
Lowell & Linda Newvine . A
Dr. Michael & Edie Nupuf ™. A
Eugene & Helen Hester Ossa ™

Bill Reilly & Mindy Ostrow ™. A

Dennis & June Ouellette,
Ontario Orchards ™
William & Bobbie Palange #
Carl & Terry Patrick ™
Warren & Lyn Patterson ™
Tim & Cindy Pauldine ™

Brent Phillips ™

Yvonne Petrella #

Michael Pittavino ™. A
Diane Pooler ™

Anne Pritchard ™

Barry & Jean Pritchard . »

Terry Prior & Ken Shefsiek ™. . x

Allie Proud ™

Rosemarie Pupparo
George & Paula Ranous
Sandy & Jim Resnick M
Tom & Mary Restuccio
Tom & Karen Reynolds M. A
David & Mary Roman .
Connie Ross ™ A

Daniel & Linda Ruddy ™. A & F. x

Albert & Victoria Sabin ™
Linda & Bill Samuels ™
James Scanlon

Jim & Meg Schneider . A
Mary Shanley ™ A

Carol & Mike Shannon M. A
Dr. Selma Sheridan

Nettie Shigley . »

Shineman Foundation A
Richard H. Sivers ™

Pat Sivers M. A

Mark & Patti Slosek

Ron Wilson & Theresa Slosek »
Dr. Marilynn J. Smiley
Mrs. Elma Smith ™. A

Byron & Jeanne Smith ™. A
Mary E. Smith ™

Mike and Lorraine Smith ™. A
Paul & Janice Snyder - A
Larry & Arlene Spizman . A
Alanna Ossa & Jeft Stepian M
Mary Kay Stone M. A, &, X
Peg Stone #

Gloria Stone M

Kenneth Sturtz M. A

Bob & Barb Sugar . »
Karen & Kit Swartz M

Joey Sweener M

Mary Lynn Townsley
Chena Tucker ™

Andrea & Zachary Vickery M
Fran & Mary Ellen Wallace ™
Therese & Paul Watchus ™
Rod & Mary Watson M. A
Judith Weissflog ™

Randy & Laura Welch ™
Linda & Paul Wesner . A, E
James & Anita Wheeler ™ A
Justin White M. A

Kim Whitehead A

Dr. Natalie Woodall ™ A, £
John Woods Jr. M. A

Sponsors
Amdursky, Pelkey,

Fennell & Wallen PC
Apartments on Fifth, LLC

Canale Insurance & Accounting

M = MEMBER; A = ANNUAL GIVING; E = ELEVATOR;
F = WALKER DOCUMENTARY FILM; X = EXTRAORDINARY ($500+)

Construction &

General Laborers Local #633
Dain-Cullinan Funeral Home
Eagle Beverage Co., Inc.
Fulton Savings Bank
Glider Oil Company
KSG Law PLLC
Laser Transit
Mark Tesoriero and

Thomas Stults Charitable Fund

Nelson Funeral Home
Oswego BPO Elks #271
Plumbers &

Steamfitters Local #81
Robert Berkley Physical Therapy

Volunteers

Mark Abramski
Karen Bacon
Nancy Bellow
Lorraine Bivens
Greg Caster

Alexis DeCosa
Joan DeCosa
David D’ Ambrosio
Brian Drain
Catharine Early
Jylene Figueroa
Sylvia Fields
Michael Flanagan
Brian Folgherait
Hannah Hauser
Mary Beth Holgado
Sylvia Langdon
Laurie Marrano-Johnson
Scott McCrobie
Peg McKinstry
Carolyn Mitchell
Nan Moore

Petula Morgan
Lisa Mount

Dr. Kristin Nylen
Eugene Ossa
Amelia Paige

Lyn Patterson

Gus Patterson
Cindy Pauldine
Mary Roman
Linda Ruddy

Meg Schneider
Carol Shannon
Madeline Shaver
Dr. Selma Sheridan
Carter Steffen
Mary Kay Stone
Tom Stults

Marty Taft

Mary Watson
Olivia Williams
Maureen Wills
Nancy Winchester
Oswego Garden Club
Kappa Delta Phi NAS Sorority
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A heartfelt thank you to our newsletter
readers, patrons, donors, volunteers,
members and more for another incredible
season. Your ongoing support throughout
2025 was among the most generous we’ve
seen in years, and we can’t thank you
enough for it. Local historical education has
never been more relevant and important
than it is today, and our community proves
itself again and again to be fully committed
to carrying on that importance for years
and generations to come. From all of us

at the Oswego County Historical Society
and Richardson-Bates House Museum,
we’re wishing you a Happy New Year!



